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the plainest truths; and the bold and sanguine persuaded
to join in the cry, and hunt down reason, after the example
of their leaders.

But a bolder attempt to disarm argument of its force,
and to perplex the understanding, has not often been
made, than this which I am now endeavouring to oppose.
A motion has been made and seconded for an inquiry, to
which it is objected, not that it is illegal, not that it is in-
convenient, not that it is unnecessary, but that it is im-
possible. An objection more formidable cannot, in my
opinion, easily be made; nor can it be imagined that
those men would think any other worthy of an attentive
examination, who can pass over this as below their regard;
yet even this has produced no answer, but contemptuous
raillery, and violent exclamation.

"What arguments these gentlemen require, it is not easy
to conjecture; or how those who disapprove their mea-
sures, may with any hope of success dispute against them.
Those impetuous spirits that break so easily through the
bars of impossibility, will scarcely suffer their career to be
stopped by any other restraint; and it may be reasonably
feared, that arguments from justice, or law, or policy, will
have little force upon these daring minds, who in the trans-
ports of their newly acquired victory, trample impossi-
bility under their feet, and imagine that to those who have
vanquished the ministry, every thing is practicable.

That this inquiry would be the work of years; that it
will employ greater numbers than were ever deputed by
this house on such an occasion before; that it would de-
prive the nation of the counsels of the wisest and most ex-
perienced members of this house, (for such only ought to
be chosen,) at a time when all Europe is in arms, when
our allies are threatened not only with subjection, but an-
nihilation; when the French are reviving their ancient
schemes, and projecting the conquest of the continent;
and that it will, therefore, interrupt our attention to more
important affairs, and disable us from rescuing our con-
federates, is incontestably evident; nor can the wisest or
the most experienced determine how far its consequences